Clozapine treatment in very early onset schizophrenia.
Very early onset schizophrenic patients only partially benefit from conventional antipsychotic treatment and are at increased risk for developing tardive dyskinesia (TD). Clozapine, which lacks extrapyramidal side effects including TD, has been proved effective for adult schizophrenic patients who are resistant to other neuroleptics. Clozapine, therefore, may offer an alternative treatment for these patients. The authors report four successful trials of clozapine in children aged 10 to 12 years old with schizophrenia, the youngest group reported on to date, who were unresponsive to conventional neuroleptic treatment.